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INFORMATION FILE

It is the Port Authority's earnest desire to keep the
interested members of the Port District's commiinities

informed on matters affecting the development of this

metropolitan harbor area, and on the Port Authority's
part in this development.

Our Speakers Biareau smd other community services, such
as the distribution of films and literatvire or the

arrsjigement of visits to our facilities and harbor
tours for regional groups , are a few of the ways in

which we have tried to bring such information to the
attention of Port District citizens. We would also
like to reach interested members of each community on

a more direct and individual basis. To this end,
bulletins on port ajid Port Authority activities wi3J.

be distributed to you periodically.

The first report --on the following pages -- covers
the Port Authority - CBS radio program which profiled
your community and which was played back for you at a
subseq.uent meeting.

As we explained at that time, not only will we under-
take to provide you with information on important port
matters — but you should not hesitate to transmit to
us , by letter or phone , any questions you may have

.

Let us know, too, how we mey be of further help to you.

Our Speakers Bureau and other informational services
are at your disposal -- for you or the various ccm-
mvinity groups which you represent. ^~.

Edwin B. Wilson
Director of Community Relations
The Port of New York Authority

111 Eighth Avenue
New York 11, New York

ALgonq.uin 5-1000





Martin Weldon:
CBS Conmentator

RADIO SCRIPT

PORT OF NEW YORK

"SALUTE TO WOODBRIDGE, NEW JERSEY"

This is the Port of New York. This is

your Port Reporter, Martin Weldon. Today,

The Port of New York Authority, which brings

you this transcribed weekly series, salutes

another community in this greatest harbor

area in the world. Introduced today by

George Mroz, Administration Chairman of

Woodbridge, New Jersey.

George Mroz :

Administration Chairman

Weldon:

The Township of Woodbridge comprises 9

separate communities and the total of these

communities approximates 27 square miles. Our

population today is estimated to be in excess

of 50 J 000. And we are located on the bounda-

ries of Rahway, Perth Amboy, Raritan Township

and Metuchen. We are approximately 20 miles

southwest of the center of New York.

Woodbridge, New Jersey one of more than 200

cities and towns in the two state Port

District. Not every one of these lies directly

on the waterfront but all have one thing in
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Weldon: (Cont'd) common, their prosperity depends to a great

degree on the health of the port, area of

responsibility of the Port Authority. And

the Port Authority presents these programs

in the hope that the experience of one city

may be shared with others to the benefit of

the entire Port District.

In one way Woodbridge, New Jersey is typical

of many of the cities and towns surro nding

New York City. It has grown - it is growing.

Officials like Administration Chairman George

Mroz know only too well how rapid the rate of

growth .

George Mroz This community never seems to stand still -

it's had a reputation for a rapid growth and

it's continuing right along that line. Wood-

bridge now is considered to be the largest

municipality in the County of Middlesex, even

greater now than the City of Perth Amboy and

the City of New Brunswick.

Weldon

.

One good reason for the recent progress made

by Woodbridge is the fact that it lies directly

on the New Jersey Turnpike. This brings the





Weldon: (Cont'd) town close to other key places, and accessi-

bility, as Mr. Mroz indicates, never hurt the

business of a tovm.

Mroz

:

It's a fact - the Township of Woodbridge is

closer to the center of Manhattan than some

of the municipalities in greater New York it-

self. We are only 20 miles southv/est of center

Manhattan, and, of course, we're in direct

route to the seashore resorts and the main

arteries feeding into Philadelphia and Trenton

also go through the Township of Woodbridge.

And people who wanted to move out to the

country found that the transportation which

is available to them was a great asset because

we've heard people remark that those who live

in upper North Jersey and went into New York

found that even though they had to travel

almost twice as far, they could get to their

place of employment in half the time. We have

the Turnpike that runs through the municipality

and, of course, we have the Parkway which runs

north and south through the state . We have

Route No. 1 which runs from New York all the

way south to Trenton and Philadelphia as we





Mroz (Cont'd) pointed out, the old Route No. 2? and then

there are many of the outlying roads that

bisect the community and skirt it but still

are very accessible to the heart of the Town.

Weldon; The folks who live in Woodbridge feel strongly

about operating their government on a pay-as-

you-go basis or as close to that ideal as

possible and it's worked out to the definite

advantage of the town.

Mroz ; I know that the municipality was one of the

first ones in the state to operate on a cash

basis even before it became law. It means

that anything you appropriate for must be

appropriated to the fullest extent in the

budget and any over expenditures of prior

years must be incorporated in the following

year ' s budget in order to bring it up to a

full cash basis

.

Weldon; Now let ' s look at Woodbridge from another

point of view. Some of it's citizens have

gone on to a wider reputation than can be

measured within the confines of any one time.
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Weldon: (Cont'd) 0\rr authority now is Charles Gregory, Editor

and Publisher of the Woodbridge Independent

Leader

.

Charles Gregory:
Editor & Publisher of the
Woodbridge Independent
Leader

The first one probably is Zebulcxi Pike, whose

ascension to the crest at what is now Pike's

Peak is a byword to most Americans . More

recent history was in 1952 when one of our

local seafarers. Captain Henrik Kurt Carlsen,

by name, electrified everybody by his staunch

seamanship on a ship called the "Flying

Enterprise" which floundered off Wales and

finally sank. Carlsen himself was rescued,

and most reluctantly I think he still feels,

came back to Woodbridge to a hero's welcome

which I think that everybody felt that he was

certainly entitled to.

Weldon: And with the World Series coming up there

isn't much question about which team most of

Woodbridge would be rooting for. The ace

of the pitching staff, of one of the contenders

is a native son, or practically.





Gregory

:

The thing which pleases a great many of us

Dodger fans is the fact that Don Newcombe

lives about h miles from here in Woodbridge

Township in a very pretty, suburban home on

Inman Avenue in Colonia.

Weldon: The history of Woodbridge goes back somewhat

earlier than loyalty to a baseball player.

It contains a footnote or two about the

Revolutionary War. Leon E. McElroy the Post-

master and former Borough Attorney and Borough

Councilman is the expert who has made the story

of Woodbridge practically a lifetime study.

Leon E. McElroy;
Postmaster

Woodbridge is the oldest original township in

the State of New Jersey. Gordon, in his history

of New Jersey, says of the charter that it was

one of the most liberal ever given in America.

The original immigrants to Woodbridge were

Puritans and were naturally strict adherents

in the customs enforced in the New England

colony of Massachusetts, where the General Court

at an early date disposed of the matter of

naming towns by ordering the naming of English

towns in New England. Many of the early settlers
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McElroy: (Cont'd) of Woodbridge came from Suffolk County, England

about 68 miles northeast of London and in the

vicinity of Ipswich. The truth is that Wood-

bridge gets its name from the community in

England that the early settlers came from.

Weldon; Going back to current municipal matters suppose

we attend a recent meeting of the Town Council

with Administration Chairman, George Mroz.

Nothing like a meeting of the Town Council to

give you the feeling of the currents running

through a town^

Mroz

:

Ordinances were introduced to establish approxi-

mately 10 new playground areas . The reason why

that was not taken care of in the regular session

was that there was a terrific amount of engineer-

ing and legal work and descriptions that had to

be looked into before the ordinances could be

properly adopted. Then there were awards made

on bids that came in on a previous meeting.

Those bids were referred to the various committees

and to the Township Attorney for tabulation. They

entailed equipment such as trucks for the Public

Works Department and the Sanitation Departments.





Weldon; That brings us closer to some of the present

day issues which interest and affect the folks

of Woodbridge. They were concerned in the past

and not too distant past, with a problem of

sewage and Mr. Mroz has that situation at his

finger tips

.

Mroz

:

We're confronted with a terrific sanitation

problem and being served by the Interstate Sani-

tation Commission we have undergone a long range

program in constructing a sanitary sewage

disposal plant which is perhaps 85 to 90^ com-

plete at the present time. In conjunction with

that, the Township had to lay many new trunk

lines not only in the immediate vicinity of

the Kill van Kull where the polution had been

occurring but also in the outlying districts

of the municipality to abate the polution of

well water. The problem is caused by the growth

of the municipality, and because of the grovrth many

areas of the municipality which are now being

built up never had the facilities of sanitary

sewage and the days of septic tanks are naturally

through. An accumulation of these had caused a

terrific health problem.
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Weldon: You seldom get too far away these day in

appraising any city or town from the question

of schools - are there enough of them, are

they physically adequate, is there a move

afoot to build a new one. Let's hear from

Mr. Mroz how they are doing in Woodbridge.

Mroz: We are in a pretty tight squeeze for schools

in the township of Woodbridge and I think

that our problems here are reflected in

other places throughout the entire country.

I understand from the members of the Board

of Education that we require approximately

300 classrooms in order to permit our pupils

to be on a full time day session. At the

present time they are on 1/2 day sessions,

and that program has been going on now for

approximately 15 to 20 years in the high

schools . The community has constructed

several elementary schools, another one is

under construction, and to be in operation in

September I956 is a complete new high school.

It's located on St. George's Avenue near

Route No. 1.
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Weldon: We found earlier that Woodbridge is enjoying

something of a boom as far as Industry is

concerned. We can go into detail on that

vital subject with the Administration Chairman.

Mroz

:

We had the pleasure of planning the welcoming

to the municipality to companies like Radio

Corporation of America, the expanded plant

facilities of the Spring Meadow Ice Cream

Company. A new building for Minerals and

Chemicals Company in Iselin and a distributing

point for Hanson and York in Woodbridge. VJe

also like to point out that the Shell Oil Com-

pany who now have quite a large oil installa-

tion in Seaworn, along one of our fine ports,

has acquired approximately 800 additional

acres which we hope will be for a possible

future expansion program. In addition to that

the California Oil Company has also acquired

approximately 80 acres for some possible

expansion program.
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Mroz

:

We have more than 50 industries in the

Township of Woodbridge of all types and

we like to point out that Public Service

erected a generator plant in Seaworn which

indicates to us that they had terrific vision

in seeing the growth of this particular area

and the surrounding areas and at the present

time the New Jersey Bell Telephone Company

is erecting a new building in Woodbridge for

a dialing system also indicating to us that

the area of Woodbridge Township is in for

still a terrific growth.

Weldon: Industry is one thing - it provides the stimulus

of a to\m but a good place to live in is aware

of other needs, other expressions. In recent

years Woodbridge has made a rather remarkable

record in its churches . This story comes from

onr editor and publisher, Charles Gregory.

Gregory

:

Within two years 5 of our churches, - well

within three years 5 churches and a synagogue,

and a handsome synagogue, have had building

funds and drives and each one of them has

completed them. Their buildings now are
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Gregory: (Cont.

)

either already completed or in a short time

will be. Now out of that there is a Jewish

Synagogue, there are two Roman Catholic

Churches and there are three Protestant

Churches, $1,750,000 all told.

Weldon : And that's how things appear today, just

a few miles down the Turnpike in Woodbridge,

New Jersey.

This is your Port Reporter, Martin Weldon.

This weekly series telling the story of your

town and other home towns was brought to you

by The Port of New York Authority an agency

of the States of New Jersey and New York

which was created to promote and develop

the commerce of the greatest harbor in the

world. All of the cities and towns in this

Port District, whether or not they are

directly on the waterfront, have in common

a stake in the welfare of this, - the world's

greatest harbor

.
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Weldon: (Cont.) Next week in continuation with this series,

a profile of Tottenville, Staten Island.

Week after that Carteret, New Jersey.

This transcribed program is a public service

feature of Station WCBS AM and FM.

Broadcast. September 17, 1955
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AVAILABLE PORT AUTHCRITY

COMMUNITY INFORMATION SERVICES - 1955

The following listing includes publications, maps and pictorial materials

available for distribution, films, filmstrips and kinescopes available for showing,

a community radio program produced and on the air every week, types of speakers and

subjects offered by the SpeaJcers Bureau.

PUBLICATIONS, MAPS, PICTORIAL MATERIAI£

The Port of New York Authority A leaflet which contains the history and func-
Facilities tions of The Port of New York Authority; pictiores

of each of the 17 facilities (bridges, tunnels,
marine and land terminals and airports); facts
and vital statistics about each.

"Let's Go and See" A booklet listing and describing the various
sightseeing spots (museiims, cathedrals, statues,
buildings, parks, etc.) in Manhattan; Brooklyn;
Bronx; Richmond; Long Island; New Jersey;
Dutchess County, NY.; Orange County, N.Y.;
Rockland County, N.Y.; Westchester Co\inty, N.Y.;
Connecticut

.

Metropolitem New Jersey - New
York Highways Map

History of New York's Railroad
and Shipping Development

A pamphlet giving historical background for the
various services and features of the Port.

Economic De-yelopment and Importance
of The Port of New York

Types of Air Transport

The Fabulous Port of New York

Waterbome Commerce

Functions of Public Agencies
At The Port of New York

A pamphlet describing piers, railroads, motor
transport, airports, marine terminals and other
advantages in the district which contribute to
the greatness of this Port.

Pict\ires of various types of planes and descrip-
tions of each.

Reprint of New York Times Magazine article by
Brooks Atkinson about the magnificent harbor,
fleets of ships, miles of docks and millions
of men - all of which form the greatest port
in the world.

A pamphlet about types, trends and composition of
waterbome commerce of the Port of New York.

A listing of functions dealing with port operations
and the specific federal, state and local agencies
responsible for their efficient administration.





WEEKLY RADIO PROGRAM

"Port of New York" A 15-mlnute broadcast every Saturday, WCBS,
5:^5 P.M. saluting a different community of

the Port District each week. The programs
feature a panel of leading citizens who
discuss the highlights, programs, projects
and industries of their particular community.

SPEAKERS BUREAU

Speakers Bureau This service makes available various experts
to speak before clubs, business and profes-
sional associations, church and service
groups, civic and school groups, industrial

forums, etc. The speakers include engineers,

lawyers, economists. Insurance and real

estate experts, members of finance, marine
and aviation staffs who are equipped to
speak on their specific fields as well as

on topics of general port, community, and
industrial interest.

FUMSTRIPS AVAILABLE - VISUAL AIDS USED BY SPEAKERS BUREAU

Title

Man and Nature in
Partnership

Running Time

30 minutes with
narrative book-
let (39 frames)

Description

The story of the greatest harbor in

the world and the significance of

its shipping and related activities
to the entire Port District.

The Chicken and The
Egg

35 minutes with
narrative book-
let (l+O frames)

The Port of New York 35 minutes with

Authority narrative booklet
(1+8 frames)

The story of the natural aspects of

the harbor as developed by man into

the great Port District. How the

facilities of the port contributed
to its greatness

.

Description of facilities of the

Port District.

FILMS AVAILABLE FOR SHCWHTG

Title Running Time

"Millions for Safety" - 20 minutes

"Construction of - 15 minutes

the George Washington
Bridge"

"Conquest of the

Hudson"

- 25 minutes

Description

Available in silent or sound film.

This film, made in 19^5, tells the

story of traffic safety at Port
Authority crossings.

Silent film only. Tells how the

George Washington Bridge was

constructed, including a complete

description of the spinning of the

main cables which support the weight

of the roadway.

Sound film. Tells the story of the

construction of the Lincoln Tunnel
with scenes and animation depicting

work methods used in driving the

cutting shield under the Hudson River.

2 -





Title

"Influence of Geography
on the History of the
Port of New York"

"The Port of New York"

"Via Port of New York"

Ruanlng Time Description

-20 minutes Soiind and color film. Tells a

complete economic geography story
of the development of the New York •

New Jersey Port District.

-30 minutes Sound film. Depicts the facilities
of the Port District showing the
myriad activities which contribute
to the effectiveness of the port.

-27 minutes Soiind and color film. Tells a

powerful story of the relationship
between the geography of the port
and the facilities which are uaed.

in the movement of cargo through
this greatest seaport in the world.

KINESCOPES AVAILABLE FOR SHOWING
13 MINITTES DURATION

Title Description

"North of Sandy Hook"

"Mailman in an Eggbeater"

"Bringing in the Centxiry"

"Man on a Workhorse'

"Coney Island"

"Calling Newark Airport"

"Harbor Herciaes"

"Calling the Coast Guard"

"The Mahogany Man"

Story of Sandy Hook Pilot featuring the guiding of

the S.S. United States from her Hudson River berth
to the Hook.

Story of former Marine helicopter pilot picking up
airmail from eight surrounding communities by
helicopter

.

Story of New York Central's 20th Centiiry Limited and
a dispatcher in Grand Central, picking up train at
Harmon and guiding it into Grand Central Station.

Story of the day-ln day-out work of the harbor's
fleet of some 2,500 tug boats, highlighting dramatic
tasks performed.

The story of the world's most famous summer amusement
and recreation centers

.

The story of a man who has spent a quarter of a

century at one of the nation's great airports.

The story of how 70 tons can be lifted and loaded
in the New Jersey-New York Port District, including
the lifting of a locomotive.

Story which relates how the Coast Guard assists and
protects shippers and sailors in American waters.

The story of a man who has been in the mahogany
maniifacturing business for 5^ years - Plant Manager of
one of the most Important mahogany manufacturing plants
in the country, located in Carteret, New Jersey.





Title Description

"Tower of Tears" The comparative story of the skipi)er of a modem
(First of Series of 3) trans -Atlantic liner with the crossing of the

"Half Moon" by Henry Hudson, featuring famous
landmarks of Holland.

The above kinescopes are suitable for projection
with a 16 mm single sprocket sound projector.
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